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RONALD WILFRED KITNEY 

Condolence Motion 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Ronald Wilfred Kitney and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Ron Kitney served one term in the Legislative Assembly and gave strong and consistent support to the 
communities in which he lived and worked. He is remembered as a skilled and dedicated orchardist who became 
a community leader in Donnybrook.  

Ron Kitney was the son of a nurseryman, born in 1918 in Donnybrook and locally educated until he left school 
at 14 years of age. He painstakingly created his own successful orchard at Beelerup, and then enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant in 1942, and served overseas in 
Bougainville from 1944 to 1946.  

On returning to civilian life, Ron Kitney served for six years as president of the Donnybrook Fruit Growers 
Association, and was president of the Rotary club, the tennis club, the golf club, the Donnybrook Country Club, 
and the apple festival. He was also an active member of the Returned and Services League of Australia. Because 
of his record as a community leader he was invited by the Country Party to contest the Legislative Assembly seat 
of Blackwood in the 1968 election. Blackwood was an agricultural seat, consisting of the Shires of Capel, 
Donnybrook, Bridgetown and Boyup Brook, and it existed from 1950 to 1974. It was a conservative electorate, 
seldom contested by the Australian Labor Party, but on several occasions it was closely fought between the 
Liberal and Country Parties. Ron Kitney was elected by a majority of 474 votes, defeating Hon John Hearman 
who had held the seat for the 18 years since its creation and had been Speaker of the Legislative Assembly for 
the previous nine years.  

A number of past members of the Legislative Assembly have served only one term because they were defeated 
at the polls; Ron Kitney, however, simply decided he did not wish to continue in Parliament and did not seek 
nomination for the 1971 election. With his wife, Joan, he relocated to Lesmurdie and operated a florist and a 
garden centre in Kalamunda, along with a florist shop in Bassendean. As an experienced fruit grower, he also 
served as an export fruit inspector for the Department of Agriculture. He continued to serve his local community 
by driving buses for the elderly and helping to found a Probus club, until retiring to Castledare Village at Wilson 
in 2000. 

Mr Speaker, Ron Kitney was a pioneering orchardist who served our nation in wartime and made a notable 
contribution to community life in Donnybrook. On behalf of members I extend my sincere condolences to Mrs 
Joan Kitney, to his son Geoff and daughter Clare, and to his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [12.04 pm]: On behalf of the opposition I join the 
Premier in extending our sympathies to the family of Ron Kitney, who clearly led a long and productive life, 
passing away at 92 years of age.  

As was quite common in those times, particularly for farming families, he left school at 14 years of age, but he 
nevertheless went on to have a very successful career in many respects. He was, I note, promoted to lieutenant 
during his military service in the Second World War.  

Perhaps he was a wiser man than some of us, having decided to choose real life over parliamentary life. It is an 
interesting decision for a member of Parliament to make—to decide, after one term, that that is enough, no-one 
having forced him out, denied him preselection or defeated him in an election; he just decided to go, and we 
have to respect the decision made by someone with his clear record of success in other areas of life and his clear 
commitment to the community. 

When I look back at this account of Ron Kitney’s life I think that had I been born slightly earlier, some aspects 
of his career might have been mine. It was very common for people from farming families to leave school early 
and to be denied the advantages of further and higher education; in Ron Kitney’s day further schooling was not 
really an option open to people from farming families. That had changed by the time decisions had to be made 
about people of my age group.  

Despite the fact that Ron left school at 14 years of age, he had a very successful career in many respects, of 
which, remarkably, the parliamentary side was the lesser of the elements by a decision of his own making. On 
behalf of the opposition I extend our sympathies to his family and his friends. 
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MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [12.06 pm]: On behalf of my 
National Party colleagues I would like to support this condolence motion for Mr Ronald Kitney, and I would like 
to endorse the words of the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition.  

I did not know Ronald Kitney, but he was obviously a man who strongly served his district, state and country 
throughout his life. He was a successful orchardist who served in the AIF, reaching the rank of lieutenant, and 
serving overseas. On his return he became extremely active in the Donnybrook community across business, 
sport, service clubs, and the RSL, and he had numerous other involvements in the district. As has already been 
said, in 1968 he contested the seat of Blackwood for the Country Party, and was elected to the Legislative 
Assembly, where he served for one term and did not seek re-election. Ron and his wife relocated to the 
Lesmurdie area and operated florist and garden centre businesses in that area; he later became a fruit inspector 
for the agriculture department. I understand that he was very involved in the local community in that area.  

He was obviously a man who made a great contribution, and on behalf of the Nationals I extend our condolences 
to Mrs Kitney and the family. 

The SPEAKER: Members, as is the custom in this place, I would ask you to stand and bow your heads for a 
minute to respect the motion.  

Question passed; members standing. 
 


